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Guidance for Christchurch members visits to the Fawcett family in Honduras
This guidance is intended only for Christchurch members linked to Ian and Julie Fawcett. The Fawcett family are serving as Christian missionaries in

Honduras. They are supported by Christchurch Cottingham in East Riding of Yorkshire.
Those outside Christchurch interested in making visits to Honduras should approach a suitable missionary organisation experienced in supporting such visits, or if they are known personally by the Fawcett family, should contact them directly. Christchurch is not a missionary organisation and therefore cannot accept any responsibility for overseas visits to the Fawcett family by church members or other visitors. 
This guidance is intended merely to offer some helpful advice based on experience of previous successful visits. These visits have been challenging, rewarding, faith building and life changing. If you are considering a visit (or further visit!)  please use this guidance and follow its suggestions. Please talk to others and prayerfully consider the suitability of what you are proposing, what skills you can offer, and any action you need to take before and during visits to reduce and minimise associated risks. 
Procedure for visits

Consultation
1 As a first step, anyone wishing to visit the Fawcett family should contact a member of the leadership team giving dates for intended visit and purpose. Leaders will not organise visits or fundraising but will offer a view about suitability of individual visits and proposals using the guidance below.
2 Church members who do not personally know the Fawcett family should consider how to link their visit with some-one else who does. Whilst grouping of visits may be useful, groups of not more than 6 people at a time would be preferable.
3 Give plenty of notice so there is time to consult with other people intending to visit and also for the Fawcett family to consider schedule of other visits and their work commitments. The aim is to manage the impact of visits and reduce disruption to normal routines for the family and the local GCLA church. 
4 Visits should not take place when Ian and Julie are away on family holidays or home (furlough) visits. 
5 Young people under the age of 18 years must be accompanied by an appropriate adult and parents must fully inform themselves about potential risks, sign a copy of this guidance and take out all necessary health and other insurance precautions. Those accompanying children should contact the Honduras Embassy in Britain prior to visits. ( See contact details below).
Finances
6 All visits must be self-funded and costs agreed in advance with the Fawcett family to avoid additional costs being incurred either by the Fawcetts or the local church. Each visitor has a responsibility to monitor spend and meet any unexpected or additional costs in full.
7 All visitors must make contingency arrangement should they run out of funding and need to access more money during their visit. 
8 Anyone wishing to visit who needs to raise funds must consult leaders regarding suitable ways to do this bearing in mind Christchurch already has a commitment to provide regular financial support to the Fawcett family. Any additional fund-raising should involve new activities which do not undermine this commitment.
Preparation
9 A commitment to learn and speak Spanish and an attitude of seeking to become respectful and familiar with the local culture is a priority especially for those intending to stay for more than a short visit.

10 Contact the missionary group and meet other people who have already been on visits and find out more about the work taking place. (Contact Marita Crossley for details of the missionary group).
11 Seek advice from local GP re immunisation, any necessary medication, advice about protection against malaria, dengue fever, HIV/AIDS etc and organise first aid kit.

12 Seek advice from Foreign Office and sign up to LOCATE service ( see fco.gov.uk/gb  Please note at the time of writing (Oct 09) risks are significant and the Foreign Office are advising against visits to Honduras.
13 Consideration of visits during hurricane season (month of June onwards).
14 Organise comprehensive travel and health insurance, tourist visa and passport. NB UK Passport holders can stay for 3 months.
         One company that has been used recently to organise tickets and visas for 

         Honduras, stop over arrangements and connections is Key Travel, who specialise 
         in ‘not for profit’ organizations. They have a 24 hr emergency service and are

         linked with many well known charities. Make sure you explain the purpose of your

         trip. See their website at  www.keytravel.co.uk for details.
15 Agree suitable dates and accommodation for visits.
16 Meet with any others intending to visit during the same period, coordinate plans and activities and liaise with the Fawcett family re transport arrangements etc.
17 Establish key emergency contact numbers and what to do in the event of emergency repatriation. Each visitor should have a copy of emergency contact details and a plan of action for what to do in the event of emergency repatriation.
It is the individual`s responsibility to register with the British Embassy which is based in Guatamala but also serves Honduras (there is no British Embassy in Honduras). This can be done online via email at consular.guatemala@fco.gov.uk or via the Embassy website www.ukinguatemala.gov.uk
18 Visitors intending to work with children should undertake CRB check ( or if they have it, bring a recent certificate) in the same way they would be expected to undertake a check for working with children in church.

19 Once arrangements for visits are confirmed, church members will be notified of arrangements and encouraged to support visits taking place.

During the visit
20 To consult with Ian and Julie to establish purpose of the visit, to identify personal skills and experience and how they can be applied through undertaking activities  and how to work with others to make a valid contribution.
21 To support the Fawcett family and follow their work commitments, contribute skills and work alongside them.
22 To be sensitive to the needs of the local Church, and to consider how to contribute to its work eg offering to contribute to church services and meetings. Visitors should dress modestly for church. Women should avoid low cut or strappy tops. Usually people dress up for church, so it might be a good idea for women to wear dresses or smart trousers and tops and men trousers and shirt.
23 To keep a record of the visit, with permission take photographs etc to feedback later to church members.
After the visit

24 To report back to church members on the visit and news from Ian, Julie and family.
25 To contribute to newsletters about visits.
26 To inform the missionary group and the Church about the mission in Honduras.

27 To seek any advice or support regarding potentially challenging or distressing aspects of the visit.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                    Sources of further information

 A) Church Members who have already visited Casa Hogar include;
Elaine and Janine Wong, Nick Hall, Brenda Cook, Paul Thomas and Rosie Davies.
B) Foreign Office website www.fco.gov.uk see section on travel advice by country
Registration 
Register with Foreign Office LOCATE service to inform when and where you are travelling abroad or where you live abroad so  consular and crisis staff can provide better assistance to you in an emergency. 
C)  Honduras Ambassy in London,15 Gloucester Place 
London W1U 6JT  telephone: (020) 7486 4880 Fax: (020) 7486 4550    Email: hondurasuk@lineone.net   Office hours:   Mon–Fri: 1000–1600 

D)   Consular assistance in Honduras  e-mail: reforma@cascomark.com 

E)   See Christchurch`s  website  section on mission

This section includes recent newsletters and other updates from Ian, Julie, Loren

and Casey and can be viewed on the Church`s website at www.cccott.org.uk

Disclaimer and signatures

1.   I confirm that I have read and understand the attached guidance points 1 -27 on pages
     1-4 above. I have noted and will take any necessary action as appropriate, and will not 
      rely unduly on the information contained in this guidance, or on the church website, 
      but will seek as much other relevant advice and information as is necessary. 
2.  I understand that neither Christchurch nor the Fawcett family can assume any 
     responsibility or any liability for my travel arrangements or visit to Honduras.
Name of visitor …………………………….  Dates of visit ………..……………………
Signed           ………………………………… Date           …………………………

Signature of person with parental responsibility      …………………………………..

(Parents should read the guidance and organise any necessary actions in respect of visits involving young people under 18 years of age.)
Key purpose of visit   ……………………………………………………………………

                                     ……………………………………………………………………

                                      ……………………………………………………………………
Please contact a member of the leadership team with any queries and give them a signed copy of this disclaimer prior to your visit.
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